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courſe can need no Apology, as it is. 
to the preſent Time, and calculated to pur 
eme Stop to the Progre eſs of thoſe deceitful 
eftabli * 
which every Man ought duly to 
exerciſe in Matters of Religion, in Order © 
to be fully perſuaded in his cum Mind, and 
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21 anſwer ' for infer at the final Jaucg- 
ment. This Principle frites at the very 
Root of Popery, and "indeed 7s is % eſſential 10 
true Religion, and the real 
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This was 8 a very 3 
and raſh Way of Proceeding, and unleſs 


timely rectified, could not but prove ex- 


ceedingly injurious to Chriſtianity, if not 
intirely ſubverſive of all Religion. St. Paul 


therefore adviſeth : them, to exerciſe; more 


Prudence and Caution in, this and ſuch like 


Ciaſes, and neither. to receive, nor reject im- 3 


plicitly , and without, ſufficient. Reaſon, any 7 
Doctrines that might be propaſed to thern 


as divine Revelations ; but firſt carefully to 


examine, whether they are attended with 


proper and convineing Evidence of Truth, 


x 


ext L. 


or are deftitute of it, and chen to embrace, 5 


E owe roo IT > „„ 


9 * 
i 


„ 


Dictates, on Pain of her higheſt Diſpleaſure; 


which hath often proved, to the Refractory 
and Diſobedient, more terrible than Death 
_ itſelf: By which Means ſhe hath invaded 
the tendereſt Rights of human Nature, ty- 
rannized over Reaſon and Conſcience, and 
"1 impoſed upon the World a — 5 
moſt 


| The Church of Rome; it is all knows; 2 
Hat; for ſeveral Ages paſt, eſpouſed a quite 
contrary Doctrine, and claimed a Right to 
oblige all Men implicitly to ſubmit to her 
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"It may not therefore be improper to diſ- 
"courſe. on the Precept in the Text, which, 
as it 
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abliſheth the Right « of private. Judg- 
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Wencke all that can be required of the 
Bulk of Mankind! in Us T0; N to en- 
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more to do than to act in 1 


the Ground- work and Foundation of all | 
Religion; Till the Father of Lights ſhall © ip 
22 fitting to make ſome new Diſcovery "Ll 
of his Will to the World, and afford them -® 
Means: and Opportunities of coming tothe _ 
Knowledge of it. But it is no Man's Bu x 
ſineſs to hunt after Revelations, or attend 2 
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ng can lawfully claim /any Autho 
a the Conſciences and Judgments of 
_ othier Men, nor require an implicit Sub- 
miſſion to their Sentiments of Thing 
though in themſelves true and worthy 
Acceptation; for in this Reſp 
are upon a Levelj and have an 
10 exerciſe their Faculties, and determine 
nts er pc that ap- 


_-pears to them. os ne 
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lien of Yam 3 becauſe no | Man is to 
launch out of his Depth; or meddle with 
that tranſcend his Capacity. It is 
ficient for fome Men, to acquaint them- 
ſelves with n. _ a neceſſary, Points 
to be wiſe 
Mentors „ and attempting to 
explair ab dd Desti or the 
controverted and diſputable ones; becauſe 
there are others to whoſe Share this 
perly falls, as being appointed and ſet apart 
for it. Not but that Men of eminent Abi- 
Utiies, among the Laity, may exerciſe their 
Talents this Way to very good Purpoſe, 
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and without an leaſt bee, to „ae e 
e F 5 
lat i it is ; not- for 's every N 3 
ho vainly imagines himſelf qualified for 
it, to ſet up for a Teacher of others, with- 
out a regular Call and Admiſſion to this 
Office: Otherwiſe the Peace of the Church 
would be liable continually to be diſturbed, 
and by re all Order and War to 
ale 5 
5 Nor is any | PONY Man to oppoſe his 
particular Sentiments to. the Voice of the 
whole Church, excepting where he appre- 
hends the Eſſence of Religion to be con- 
cerned; and even in this Caſe, ſeeing 
many learned and pious: Men differ from 
him, who muſt be ſuppoſed to have exa- 
| mined Matters as well as he; this, at leaſt, 
ſhould abate ſomewhat of his Confidence, 
and put him upon reviewing his Opinions 
with the utmoſt Care and Exactneſs. And 
if, after all, he ſhould ſee Reaſon not to 
| alter his Judgment, he has, without Doubt, 
2 Right peaceably to enjoy it: And if the 
ee of the Subject requires it, may 
modeſtly 
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5 that this Doctrine of private wh 
ment is far from encouraging any Intruſion 


FA into the Paſtotal Office, or invalidating the 


_ [juſt Claims s of thoſe —— are regularly i in⸗ 


Reaſon and Argument, to convince 
ſayers; ſtill leaving them the Liberty to 


ſearch and examine, whether what they 
WY propoſe to them be fo or not. And whilſt 


within the Bounds of their 
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Generation ions, may challeng 
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i the Evidence gf Things not ſcen; chat is; 
 arational Parſuelians bf: the Truth of theen's 
our 3 at the Uſe of our Reaſon: 
Nor is it poſſible for us any other Way to 
arrive at a right and well-grounded Faith, 
or at a rational and virtuous Practice: And 
therefore, whatever Principles of Religion 
we embrace, if they are not the Reſult of 
aa free, honeſt, and impartial Inquiry, and 
the Matter of our deliberate Choice, ths 
muſt be looked upon as vain and ground- 
| lefs, and neither acceptable to God, nor 
truly ſatisfactory to our own Minds. For 
the Mind of Man, in its true and genuine 
State, is under the Government of Reaſon, 
| and readily follows it, as the ſureſt Guide 
in all its — aſter Truth; and, ſo long | 
as it continues ſound and uncorrupted, can- 
not aſſent to any Thing as true, __ —_ C 
Kare ang efficient, Evidence. | 


| 1 to 4 wank: 2 can . June | 
ich: Evidence, any more than we can 
ſee without Light; the one being as eſſen- 
tial to the Perception of Truth, as the 


other is to the Diſcernment of Objects. 
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lead them farther aſtray,” and cannot WS. | 
counted unto them for 
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reaſonable, and rity - true. For fince, 
without | examining: into the Nature and 
Evidences of it, they cannot know it to 
be ſo, nor, as ſuch, prefer it to any ether; 3 
benden there can be no more Virtue in 
che Profeſſion of this, though the beſt Re- 
| ligion, than there is in the Profeſſion of t 
very worſt: For if any Thing can be vir 
tuous, which i is not the Effet of a rational 
Choice, it will follow, that Truth and 
Falſehood, Right and Wrong, have in 


Reality no Exiſtence in Nature, but are 


mere Loud, without any Force and 
nificancy, but what che 


ſtom, popular Opiate Abd husten Auth 


Fity 5, and that it. matters not -whether we 
are Cbriſtiam, ar Mahometans; | or Pagan 
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| Relations 1 Fitneſſes of Things, where is 
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81 whether we embrace any re- 
gious Scheme or no, provided we con- 
_ forny to the Orders of our Superiors, and 
fallow the ene in ene men 


Aud if al 1 thus upon a 


Level, and every Man in this Caſe is to 
fall in with the current Scheme of Belief 
and Pr. f ce, whe oever it be, without 
conſulting the Dictates of his Conſcience, 
r. p ing «ny: Regard to the-facred Obli- 
and the unalterable 


$4, mighty Privilege of being g rational? 
and what Advantage have the Bulk of Man- 


kind to boaſt of above the Beaſts that periſh ? 
For, u pon this monſtrous Scheme, Reaſon 


can be of but little or no Uſe to any, but 
to ſuch as are appointed to inſpect and ma- 
nage the public Faith, whilſt all that the 


reſt of Mankind have to do, is to proſecute 
their ſecular Concerns in the beſt Manner 


they can; and to meddle with Religion no 


farther than to receive, without Scruple, 
whatever is authoritatively propoſed to them 


as. ſuch. 80 chat "though they are free 
. Agents 


on Rxiieiobs Linzery. 19 


Agents, capable of moral Government; and 
furniſhed with all the neceſſary Qualifici= 
tions and Opportunities for attaining to the. 
.nowledge of the Truth, an ting 
44 im proving their moral E Diſpoſitions, and 
hereby ſecuring to themſelves the Favour 
of the Supreme Being: They are never- 

thelefs- obliged: to act as if their Conditiom 

were the very Reverſe” to this, by enſſaving 

their Underſtandings to the": unexamiried 
a Dictates d Deciſions of Menz by-degras 
g their — Nature; and contracictiagg 

t ie e exigital nd evident Deſign” of their 
Creation, | FG. cu 22 S418; * * 5 ee 
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2 Fel 1 Dia zusbünt zii See 22978 - 
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and Beneficent Author of our Beings, -woutd 
ended chat all Men' ſhould: equally erer 
de dem, and more eſpecially ſo in che 
| ion and Choice of their religious 
Princi ples; which, as they will always have 
a very conſiderable Influence upon their 

moral Conduct, and either: further or ob- 
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ſiſtent with his moral and moſt amiable 


Perfections? And how contemptible a Fi- 
gure: will the greateſt Part ef Mankind 


matte, conſidered: -ipidiic View; and ſttipped 


of the peculiat : and Glory of 
their Natare T Belides, off 'what Uſe and 


| Conſequence ean they be in the Creation, 


notwithſtanding their high - Endowments, 


and Jorge —— if theſe, Inſtead of 


Eregeie amt lie wild and negletted, or 
which is worſe, be miſapplied and Fer- 
verted to the Detriment and Diſhonour 
of their reaſonable Make? For, whilſt this 
iv: the Caſe, there is no Foſſibility of their 
making any Proficiency in Religion and 
Virtue, or advancing one Step towards Hap- 
pinels;' excepting ſuch as is common o 
Brutes and them; becauſe this has a neceſ= 
ſary Tendency to efface their natural Senſe 
of Good and Evil, to corrupt. and vitiate, 


if not extinguiſh, the Light of Reaſon, 
and, by Degrees, to fink them down even 


below the Condition of mere Animals; by 


which Means they . muſt become. of Courſe 
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ſubject to 2 potion and} Errors without: 


_ N ual 
Ak Math you be, that this Right. = 7 
private Judgment is inſeparably connected 
with the Suppoſition of: our being rational 3 


and our Obligation to the! Exerciſe of it, 
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ariſeth from the very Frame and Conſti- 
tution of niece Mami: N rt 


. 4 Let 8 "+ «mms a 
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2: This Duty i is no Ie ag) — . — 
by. the Teftimony of Holy Scripture. Tho 
our | bleſſed. Saviour ſpake as never Man 


ſpake, and performed ſuch ſtupendous 


Works as no Man before him ever did; 
yet, ſo far was he fromi expecting a blind 
Submiſſion from his Followers, that he 
freely propoſed both the Credentials of his 
Miſſion, and the Truth of his. Doc ines, 
to their moſt ſcrupulous Enquiry; Search 
the Scriptures ; ; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal Bye © ag 1 are n tbat te iy 
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The | like" conduct he preſcribed 60 his 


p Dicip les and Apoſtles; Be not ye called 
| Rar; Z "neither be ye can ney; for One 
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It your Maſter, even Chrift. And in Con- 
formity to his Example and Inſtructions, 
we find they treated the People to whom 
they were ſent, like Men and Brethren, 
and diſelaimed all Dominion over their 
Faith; not walking in Craſtineſi, nor hand- 
ling the Word of God deceitfully ; but by the 
Mani feſtation of the Truth, commending them- 
ſelves to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight 
of God. Hence they directed their Chri- 
ſtian Converts to examine the Grounds of 
their Religion, and to embrace it only from 
Conviction and Choice: I fbeat as unto 
wiſe Men, faith St. Paul, judge ye what Ps 
Jay. And in the Text, Prove all Things : 
Hold faſt that which is good. So faith 5 

John; Believe not every Spirit, but try the 


Spirits, whether they are of. God ; ; for many 
fa 2 Prophets a are 1 out into the Ok: | 


#: And the more eſfectually to e 
and enforce theſe and the like Exhortations, 
we find a very high Commendation be- 
ſtowed upon the Conduct of the Bereans, 

who received not even the Doctrines of the 
inſpired Apoſtles, till they had firſt ſearched 
the Scriptures ta ſee whether thaſe Things 
| were 
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wette ſo ior . And ſe the Church of 
Epheſus, in the Rouelation; is honoured 
with the Approbation of Chriſt himſelf, 
for having. examined the Pretences of thoſe 
who ans and _ were Apoſtles, us. vow | 


«But L ſhould be tedious 1.1 were to bring 
he all that is written upon this 
there being ſcarce a Fage in Holy Sorip- 
ture, where this Duty is not either expreſly 
enjoined, or neceſſarily implied. And _ 


Py proceed, AAA Herr: in the 


Third 115 lf Place, To a a Fw m. 
P — What buch been fad. And, 
Rn We Wer FR were is no Need of 
ar -univerſal infallible Judge, to determine 
all Controverſies, and ſettle the F aith of 
Christians, and to whoſe Authority and 
Deciſions all Men are bound abſolutely to 
mlt, on Pain of Damnation; for if there 
were, the ſacred Writers would certainly 
have told us ho he was, and have re- 
ferred us to him, inſtead of being altoge - 
Her dle in * WN a Point, and 
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en ReLioous Laney. as 


-  pnanimouſly agreeing to adviſe all Chri- 
ſtians to manage and end their Contreveg- 
ſies in the beſt Manner they can, by the 
Aſſiſtance of Reaſon and Revelation; which 
is as ſtrong a Preſumption that chere js 
| really no ſuch Perſon in Being, as-we can 
_- [poſſibly have, without being infallible our- 
ſelves, that there is. Beſides, one would 
hardly take the Church of Rome for this 
infallible Judge, although ſhe ſo confidently 
pretends to it; becauſe there is {ſcarce an 
Point of Controverſy ſhe hath undertaken 
to decide, wherein ſhe hath not erred, either 
againſt Reaſon or Scripture, or both; and 
therefore to act the more conſiſtently with 
herſelf, and ſapport her monſtrous Preten- 
fions, in this Reſpect, without Controul, 
ſhe requires her Votaries to renounce. the 
one, and forcibly .x ſtrains them from the 
Uſe 1 the other. 1 7% M128 & 221 1 
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n This Doctrine sbjadgarly juſtifies our 
Separation. from the Church of Name, and 
tenouncing the Errors, Superſtitions, . and 
1dolatries of that Mother: of . Harkis, ani 
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Upon this; Princ ciple WI Riformation 
vas at firſt founded, and doth till ſubſiſt; 
if we give it up, we ſhall ap the Fout- 
dation, and the Superſtructure will ſoon fall 
to the Ground. Stand faſt therefore in the 
Liberty wherewith Chreft hath made you free, 

and be not entangled again with the Woke e of 
N e 5 5 


This advice indeed is at no „ Time BY 
. leſs, conſidering the deſtructive Principles 
'of the Church of Rome, and her Readi- 
neſs, upon all Occaſions, to put them in 
Practice againſt this reformed Church and 
Nation: But it is more eſpecially ſeaſon- 
able on this Day, which affords us two 
very flagrant Inſtances of the true Spirit 
of Popery, and ſhews what inveterate Ha- 
tred and inſatiable Revenge, what fiery 
Teal and inhuman Thirſt after Blood, that 
* — its | Vouries with, and to 
what 
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hat Lengths in Villany and Wickedneſs 
i is capable of carrying them. The hel- 
liſh Deſign of. che Gunpowder Treaſon i 5 


too well 13 5 to need a, Recital, - 1 0 
too black and horrid to want Aggravatio 
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prevented from taking Effect by a Diſcos 


very little leſs than miraculous, it muſt 
have iſſued in ſo tragic 2. Scene, as no Hi- 
: ſtory could parallel. But Diſapp ointment. 
5 aſſwages the. Malice of. the Roman 
ifts,” nor puts a. Stop to their - Devices; 3 nei- 
ther cools their Zeal, _ nor_ſlackens their 


Induſtry ; for what they cannot do by Chew” 7 


and Stratagems, they will end e 
fect by Force and Violence; 3. Which was 
the Caſe. in a late Reign, not out of the 
Memory of ſome | here preſent ; when our, 
Religion was. boldly ſtruck: at, and our civil 
Rights. and Privileges; openly. invaded; for 
they were come into our Inheritances, and 


had begun to defile our holy Temples 5 
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1 venting all V. 
Zion, without ern the Order 25 Na- 
ture, and quite altering the preſent Frame 
„„ Conſtitution of Things; we ſhould be 
content to enjoy our own Sentiments, with- 
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as Men and Chriſtians, have an equal 
"to it: To be treated with Candour 
Tumanit 1 is s what all Men may lay 
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